
she says,"we took a picture: '
Ideas came fast.Maria, 23,
suggested addingmore
clothing.Stanley,19, offered
to play gu itar (5) on
weekends.They started the
month doing$300 a dav

CanalStreet ($1,200). An
architect friendplanned the
space for halfher usualfee.

Up Next
Stern'sgoal is to do
$2,000 a day during
the last quarter of the year,
and to see her program
expanded by national
retailers. This month, the
first fourteen staffers
"graduated.""It'sa small
store," she says. "The
problem now is, no one
wants to leave."

A Time fo r Children
506Amsterdam Ave.,

nr.85th St.
212-508-8202

Staffing Up
CAS. figured they'd get
a handfulof interested
candidates ; they got 80.
Last May,Stern held
a retail-trainingboot camp.
What do you do with
a demanding client?
(Remain polite.) What if
a rambunctious toddler
(4) tries to tear the place
apart? (Sit downwith

AGroup Effort
The store opened inJuly,
to an empty city.When
the first customercame in
she says,"we took a picture: '
Ideas came fast. Maria,23,
suggested adding more
clothing.Stanley,19, offered
to play gu itar (5) on
weekends.They started the
month doing$300 a day
and ended at $600. A
verballyabusive neighbor
accused them of stealing
hisbusiness.Sterntook
the kids to filea police
complaint, saying,"When
you're an entrepreneur,
it'syour responsibility
to make itwork."

the kid and a book.)
"Even if they don't stay
in retail," says Stern,
"Ifigured they'lllearnhow
to deal with people."

AStore IsBorn
Aftera two-yearsearch for
a location with mommy
trafficand reasonable rent,
Stern found a tiny former
one-hour photo shop "in
hideous shape"around the
corner from the Children's
Museum. She got $20
bookcasesat IKEAand
lighting equipment from

receive 100 percent of the
store's profits. The kids
would get $8 an hour (3)
from BigWood, but more
important ly, they'd learn
the business.

ARetailEpiphany
ButStern missed her
stores. In 2005 she
dreamed up a wayto
merge retailwith her Big
Wood mission:Open a

children's store and
staff it with teenagers
from the Children's Aid

~ Society. CA S. would

a bereft jumper landed
in the doorway the day
John Lennonwas shot.
Burnedout,Stern sold the
leases and worked with her
husband,who produced
fragrances (2) for Oscar
de laRenta.They soldthe
business to Avon in1987.
and with a portion of the
proceeds started Big Wood
foundation to support
kid-centric causes like a
charter elementaryschool
inthe Bronx.

ENTREPRENEURS

After 33 years in retail, Marjorie Stern had a new idea, How about
a kids store that sells ..,careers? BY SA RAH BERNARD

ENTREPRENEURS

Owners In Training

STOREFRONT

After 33 years in retail, Mariorie ~tprn h ~;l - ..

Retail Resume
Inthe seventies, Marjorie
Stern had three stores, all
calledPizazz,which sold
kitschyT-shirts and, at her
BleeckerStreet location,
gifts like a dollcalled Gay
Bob (1)(he came boxed in
a closet). Business was great
for twelveyears.Then
there was a holdup at
the LexingtonAvenue
Pizau and a suicide-

,~
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Owners In Training

Deals at Hickey Freeman
and Bobb y Jones sta rt at $59 .99
for sweate rs and top off at
$699. 99 for suit ing. 317 TV: 33rd
St., nr. EighthAve. (718-747­
1656);A.E.,u c; V ; 10/ 28 (9-6);
10/ 29-10/ 31 (9- 6:30); II/I (9 - 5).

Vint age frames and shades­
and new looks from Martine
Sitb on , Theo, and An ne
et Valentin - are discounted
by 50 to 70 percent at both
Disre sp ectacles locations.
117 TV: Broadway, m : Duane St.
(212-608-889 2), and 82
Christopher St ., nr. Bleecker St.
(212-741-9550);A .E., M .C., V;
10/ 25 and 10/ 26 (11- 7); 10/27
(11-6); 10/ 28 (noon - B).

Tufi Duek specializes in
sexy Brazilian wear. Silk-chiffon
dresses, sky-h igh heels, and
jersey looks are $95 to $20 0.
530 Broadway, at Spring St .,
tenthfl. (212-9 25-8277);
A.E., M .e., V; 10/ 2 4 and
10/25 (9:30-7).

Button-down sh irts (now $95),
black leath er jackets (now
$650), and pin -striped suits
are marked down by 60 to
70 percent at the John Varvat os
sale. 260 Fifth A ve., n1'.

28th St., (212-725-5400);A .E.,
M.e. , V ; 10/29-11/ 2 (10 - 6);
11/ 3 and 11/ 4 (11-7) .

Kooba's hard ware-laden bags
are on sale for $2 95 . 261 TV:
36th St., nr. Seven th A ve., second
fl .(212-9 47-8 74 8); A .E.,u.c,
V; 10/ 24 an d 10/ 2 6 (10-6);

10/25 (10-7),
COMPI LED ll Y AJA MANGUM

cont emporary cashmere sells at
Saks Fifth Avenue and Barneys
New York for $100 to $35 0.
Hit th e lab el's own sale and
save up to 50 percent ($5 0
to $120). 22 4 TV: 35th St ., m·.
Seventh A '7 1-" C'-I-~ .. ,..,.. - •

SALES & BARGAINS

October 24-30

Qi's men's and women's
conte mporary cashmere sells at
Saks Fifth Avenu e and Barneys
New York for $100 to $35 0.
Hit th e lab el's own sale and
save up to 50 percent ($50
to $120). 22 4 TV: 35th St ., nr.
Seventh A ve., St e. 100BA
(212-239-8880);A.E., M.C., V ;
10/ 25 and 10/ 26 (10-7) .

Shelly & Renee delivers stee p
discounts on high-priced
labels. This week features Luca
Luca eveningwear, out erwear,
and accessories starting at $50.
19 TV: 36th St., nr. Fifth A ve.,
fourthfl. (212 -644-5568); A.E.,
M.e., V; 10/ 23-10/ 25 (10-6).


